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an effort to dissipate tlie charm of venera-
tion for foreign authors which fascinates the
minds of men in this country and holds
them in the chains of illusion. In the in-
vestigation of this subject great labor is to
be sustained, and numberless difficulties en-
countered ; but with a humble dependence
on Divine favor for the preservation of my
life and health, I shall prosecute the work
with diligence, and execute it with a fidelity
suited to its importance."

It was 1806 when he sat down to the
task, and twenty years of almost continuous
labor were expended before the work then
projected was given to the world in the
first edition of the "American Dictionary
of the English Language," in two volumes
quarto. Complete absorption in his work,
which could yield nothing until it was com-
pleted, crippled his resources, confined now
in the main to copyright from, his Spell-
ing-Book; and in 1812 he removed, as we
have already seen, for economy's sake, from
New Haven to Arnherst. During the next
ten years he nearly completed the bulk of
the Dictionary, but there still remained
much to do in the way of comparison and